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To the Inhabitants of Hackney, 

that were under the Miniſtry 

4 of the Reverend Dr. Bates 
there. 


Olomon tells us, that becauſe to every 
Purpoſe there 1s required Time and 
Judgment ( viz. a proper ſeaſon, and a 

ſpecial manney of aFing, upon the due Obſeryva= 
tion of which, the ſucceſs of every good Adion 
depends) therefore the Miſery of Man is great 
upon him. This Miſery is not in having a ſea= 

ſon, but in his not obſerving it ;, and becomes 
greater, then if be had never bad one. 

The Time and Seafons that you have had are 
well known to others, but I bope better known to 
your Selves. Tou may eaſily remember the Times 
when that R:zwerend Perſon ( now with God)” and 
you kept Holy Day together : How delightful was 
it to you, to fit under the Shadow of thoſe Mi- 
niſtrations ? How pleaſant the Fruit, bow ſweet 
; to your Taſte the delicate Proviſjons prepared 
' there? But how bitter the remembrance that they 

are paſt and gone, and how much more bitter 
ſhould the remembrance be if not improved by you ? 
How ſad will it be, if under thoſe influences and 
A 2 Dems 


The Preface, @c: 
Dews from on bigh no better then withered Fruit 
ſhould be found under the green Leaves of yout 
Profeſſion ? And how miſerable will you be, if 
you that have been ſo long fed with the Fatneſſes 
of God's Houſe, ſhould be found with Leanneſs 
m2 your Souls. 


It was the great Chara&er of the Children of - 


Iſſachar ( above all other Tribes ) that they had 
wnder ſtanding of the Times, and of the Duties 
of thoſe Times. But how few of that Tribe are 
left upon the Earth, it is almoſt either wholly wore 
out, or but a few left. 

Now that you may be found in the nambet 
of thoſe few, ſuch as have ( with the Wiſeman ) 
Hearts to diſcern both Time and Judgment, to 
know your Day, and the Work of your Day, 
your ſeaſon and the proper buſineſs of it ;, ſo wiſe 
as to know it, and fo faithful as to do it, is the 
deſagn of Publiſhing this Sermon, and the fin- 
cere Deſire of 


Your Servant in ovr Lord, 


FE. Fuller. 
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I COR. VIE. x. 
The Time is ſhort. 


HE Words are the Apo-. 
ſtles Argument to the Co- 
rinthians, and in them to. 
us, to perſwade to a mo- 


—_— 


q derate Love to, and Uſe 
of the Things of the World, from their 
and our ſhort Continuance here ; they 
will not continue long, nor we to en- 
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2 Of the ſhortneſ. s of Time. 
joy them: And therefore ſhould not be 
inordinate in our Love to them. | 


The 1ime is ſhort. 

(1.) The Time of the Duration of 
the World, and of the Things of the 
World is ſhort; ſo ſome read it. 

(1.) Of the World. 

If the Time was ſhort in the Apoſtles 
Days, viz. That Time which God 
ſpread over all things like a Sail, and 
had teen {ome Thouſands of Years 
roling up, was then rol'd to the laſt 
Corner, and almoſt ended, it 1s now 

| orown ſhorter by ma- 
©.” John 2. 15. ny hundred Years, and 
Eacem wee IGM 54 the aft Time ( vi%. 
the” laſt -Ag& of the 


World ) was come then, or if that. 


Age was the Jait Hour; then ours 
( upon whom the ends ©t the World 
are come ) 1s the Jaſt Minute of that 
Hour. 

For, the World waxes Old, and 15s 
in its Declenſion ; the Heavens are fa- 
ding, they, and'the Tabernacle 1n 


them {ct for the Sun are diflolving : 


The 
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Of the ſhortneſs of Time. 3 
The Earth alſo, and the Works therein» 
are Periſhing, and near their End. 

(2.) Of the Things of the World. 

The Things of Heaven are ſet out by 
the Temple, "which was fixt and Per- 
manent. The Things of the World are 
ſet out by the Tabernacle, which ”_ 
Tranſient, they (as the Sun ) ac|tnit 
no Changes ; theie ( as the Moon ) 
are liable to the m, they pleaſe while 
they laſt, but laſt not long; for, they 
are things thit Periſh 
( or are to Corruption )) Col. 2. 22. 

12 their Uſe. 

2.) The Time of our Duration in 
the World 1s ſhort, fo others ( and 
more properly ) read 1t. 

We are Natural, and have our Mo- 
tion, Peginning and End. 

We are Finite, and have our Peri- 
ods and Pounds; our Bounds in Our 
Durations, as well as in our Dimenſi- 
ONS. 


And are made of Principles ſo con- 


trary, at leaſt ſo corruptible, that we 
ſhall certainly (and may ſfeedily ) 


have our End. 
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4 Of the ſhortneſs of Time. 
Since then, the Things of the World. 
are but an Appearance only. 


A Scheme without Solidity. 
A Shadow without Subſtance. 
More in Show, then in Reality. 


And continue not Tong 1n that Ap- 
5 6 OY carance, but as Scenes 
Terminus Hiſirio- 11, a Play, paſs away one 
HICUSs 
after another, and are 
{oon at an End. 
And fince we walk in a vain Shew. 
and the Time of our Con- 
_ 204 tinuance here is ſhort ; 
avnezaicy, — COntracted,cut off, truſs'd 
up into a narrow Scant- 
ling; like the Sails of -a Ship, which 
Marriners when near their Port and en- 
tring in, {trike, fold; furl up, and rofe 
together. 

Since the beſt worldly Eſtates are Va- 
nity, as to their Duration ; and we at 
the beſt Eſtate are Vanity as to ours. 

Since they ate paſting 

hg 10, I. away, and we are pat- 
ting away ( our Days are 

paſſed 
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Of the ſhortneſs of Time. s 
paſſed away ) fince they are fading, 


and we are fading (we all tade as a 


Leaf) ſince they are withering, whilſt 


Hourithing ; and we dying, whilſt 1i- 
ving ; fince we are at ſuch uncertainties 
for their Continuance or ours, which 
ſhall be longeſt, ar as totheir End and 
ours which {hall be fooneſt. 

Let us not Love thoſe Things mach, 
which we are not {ure io live long to 
Love; nor to have, if we ſhould. 

But fit looſe in our Aﬀections to them, 
while we have them ; that we may the 
more willingly part with them while 
we Live, or leave them when we Die. 

The Nots in the Text (they that 
weep an | rejoyce, as if they wept and 
rejoyced not) are not (as one ob- 
ſerves ) Negations but Moderations, or 
Qualif.c:tions of our reſpects to the 
Things of the World. For. 

God has not prohibited all Love to 
them, butthat only which is excellive, 
and as exceſfitve, vitious. 

Nor all delight in them, than he has 
the uſe of them, but that only which is 
1nordinate. 
| B 3 Nor 


6s Of the ſhortneſs of Time. 

Nor the lawful Pofleſlion of them, 
but only the evil Aﬀection to them. 

We may Love them, ſo we do not 
over Love them. 

We may pofleſs them, fo we be not 
poſleſied of them. 

And may uſe them, {o we do not a- 


buſe them, nor our ſelves in the uſe of 
them. 


The Words are an entire Propoſiti- 
on in themſelves, viz. 


Dodt. That our Time in this World 
7s ſhort. | 


Time may be confider'd. 

(1.) In the more general Senſe. 

(2.) In the more particular Senſe. 

Time in the more general Senſe, 1s 
the Duration of Time. 

Time in the more particular Senſe, 
1s the Seaſon of Time. 


One the length of Time. - 
The other, the opportunity oi Time. 


A lit- 
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Of the ſhortneſs of Time. 7 
A little part of that 
' ed . Eccleſ. 3. 1. 
which is as nothing, ID) IV zen® 
they are different things, ag:G-, Tempus 
and expreſs'd by diffe- 1empetivum, Teme 
_ Words; but both £*,, Jongum, 00 
10rt. 
(r.) Time inthe common and larg- 
et Acceptation 1s (bort, abſolutely and 
comparatively coniider'd. 
CE.  Abfſol:; tely conliderd, 
TheYears of our Life are call'd Days, 
the Days ot our Years as the Chroni- 
cles, by ſorne, are term'd 
the Words of Days, con- 
taining the Diaries of them, who hv'd 
rather a few Days then many Years. 
And Days (as in the former Tran- 
PE: ) without the Addition of Years, 
yea one Day; are mt the Days of 
Man ſhort or fow ? {fo ſome rant tz 
and the 26 LF clc- 
fer, is not the Life of *Eov  betruse 
Man upon Earth one © —Y wo: 
Day ? o thit our Life is 
either contracted into one fingle Day, 
or at the longeſt it is a being but of 
{even Days. 


Gen- 47. 9. 
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For, how many Days {fo ever we 
Live, they are but thoſe 
Quicquid remporis ſeven Days . multiplied, 
Vivitur deſpatio vi- qghich leflen by Multi- 
vendi tollitur. Se- 
ecA. lication, and grow ſhort 
G lengthening ; for eve- 
ry Day added to Lite, is a Day taken 
from it. 
(2.) Short, comparatively conſt- 
der'd. 
But little in its ſelf, and compara- 
tively nothing, viz. To the Time of 


the Patriarchs, to our Work, to our a- 


bode in the Grave, and to Eternity. 
(1x.) To the Time of the Patriarchs. 
Their Time ( for the encreaſe of the 
World, for the conveighing of the 
| Knowledge of Gods W11l 
Mathuſelab, Sem, tO1t, and forthe Preſer- 
— Lak ere vation of Truth from 
ſand Years. Corruption in it) was 
| long upon Earth, but 
ours 15 much ſhorter, it ſunk with the 
Flood from Hundreds to Scores, and 
thoſe but a few. 
They (as Auſtin ſays ) ſerv'd a long 
Apprentice- ſup, but we ſooner obtain 
ONny 
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Of the ſhortneſs of Time. 9g 
our Freedom ; Death's moticn was flow 
( for 1t was many hundred Years come- 
ing ) to them, bur it is \wiftto us, and 
ſoon overtakes us. 

02.) Toour Work. 

It we calculate the Time of Life for 

i ſeventy Years Che number of the Days 
of our Years ) and take 
from it the Time of in- pfalm go. 19. 
fancy and childhood, 1g- 
norance. and irregencracy, ſleep and 
recreation,. cating and drinking, fick- 
neſs and old Age, buta very little will 
remain for Service 3 Eternity it ſelf 1s 
little enough to bleſs God tor the Mer- 
cies Of ore Day ; how much leſs then, 
isthat ſhort Time of our Life for that 
great Work we are redeem'd and calPd 
to; eſpecially, if we confider how 
much miſs-{pent Time, there is 1n our 
beſt- ſpent Time. 

(3.) To our abode 1n the Grave the 
place of Zarknels, Lite is the Day, and 
Death the Night; a Winters Day, 1n 
which the Day-lizht IS 
{hort, and the Darkneſs rcdef 15. 8. 
of the Night long. | 

| (4-) To 
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(4.) To Eternity. 

The Tune of our Life compar'd with 
all Time, 1s bat ſhore, but all Time, 
(from the beginning of Time to the 
end of it ) compar'd with Eternity (a 
Duration without end ) 1s as nothing. 

Ir 1s true, a Moment 1s more to all 
that Time that either has been or ſhall 
be, then all that Time is to Eternity ; 
for a Moment by Repetition may come 
up to that Time, but a}l chat Time will 


never reach Eternity, it being no more ' 


to it, than a Minute 1s to the full Arith- 
metick of Time a drop to the Ocean, 
a {park to the Element of Fire, afand to 
the Body of the Euwth, or one ſingle 
Atoin? to the whole World, 

Our Lite 184 Race, in which we can 
neither ſtav nor {ſhcken our Pace ; net- 
rher iTind {till nor go back, but forward, 
and thir with full Tpeed. 

And therefore compar'd in Scripture 
to things moſt Tranſitory, emphatical- 
ly {ctting forth the uncertainty of 1t, 

Hi o a Vapour, that is quick in Appt- 
rition, and almoſt 1s quick in Diffututt- 

ON 
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Of the ſhortneſe of Time. 1x 
on, jn one Region or a- 
nother, at the longeſt but 
ofa Forenoons Continu- 
ance. | 

To a Watch in the Night, that is but 
of Three (or at the long- 
elt but of Four ) Hours Pfalm JO. 4+ 
continuance. 

To a Shadow. that has no ſubſtan- 
tial ſolidity,ncr conſiſtency in it, move- 
able and inconſtant, not fixt but paſ- 
ſing, and not flow but 
{wift 1n motion, for 1t Job 8. 9g. 14. 2+ 
flees. 

To a Dream in Sleep. Sleep lips 


James 4. 14. 


away before we can 
know what we were do- Job 22. 8. 


10g 1n it, and a Dream is 
a Fancy of ſhort being, neither real nor 


Taſting, but of all things moſt vain and 


fickle, and gone aſloon as we awake. 
To an Eagle that haſteth to the Prey, 


whoſe flight, as naturally 


{VII 


more ſtrong and {witt, Job 9. 20. 

than the flighe of any 

Fowl in the Air, ſo moſt fo when haſt- 

ening to the Prey; for, as 1tis of the 
molt 
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molt piercing ſight to tind it, and of the 
ſharpeſt Appetne to defire it, fo it is of 
the ſwifteſt light to'move to it. 

Toa Flower of the Field, which is 

more liable to periſhing, 
Plalm 103. 15. then a Flower in the 

Garden as having no 
Fence about it; bur lying open to eve- 
ry Hand to pick, to every Foot to tread 
1pon, and to the Mouth of every Beaſt 
to devour 1t. 

To Graſs, whether we conſider it as 
Graſs im the eld, or on the Houſe- 
tzp, both which are mentioned in 

Scripture, and ſhow the 
Plat 95. 6. frarilty of jt. Graſs Js 


corruptible, and ſubje&: 


to fading, viz. inſenfibly and variouſ- 
ly, either by cold Blaſts or ſcorching 
Heats, !f not ezt up in the Field, nor cut 
down by the Sithe will 

Taiz 37, 27, Wither of it {elf, and the 
Flower of Grals is cither 

1 Pit. 1. 24. neareſt the Sithe, or wi- 
thering when moſt flou- 
ring, but Graſs upon the Houſe-top 
withers (as the Pſalmiſt tells us ) a- 
fore 
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fore it grows up; Graſs 

111 the Lield 1S Often eat Pialm 129. 6. 
up as it grows, bur Grafs 

on the Houle- -tops withers afore it grows 
up, incontinently withers, and comes 
not to ripencfs. 

All which ſhow that our Life is a 
ſpecdy Courte irom one Grave to Ms 
ther, from that of the Womb, to that 
of the Tomb, a living Death or dying 
Lite, tor every Day takes ſome part of 
It from us. It 1s Vanity and of no Du- 
ration ; if tneaſ{ur'd by length, it 15 but 
a Span long, it by breadth 
itis by the leaſt of that vaulm 39. 5: 
dimenſion, viz. a hands 
breadth, one of the ſhorteſt of all Geos 
metrical Meaſures. 

So ſhort, that Solomorr that allows a 
beginning and end to 1t 
( viz, A time to be Born, tf. 3. 2. 
and a time to Die ) takes 
no noti.e of its Continuance ( vs. 4 
time to Live) as if it bore no Late, 


nor was ſcarce well begun when end- 
ed, 


Ow 
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Now to improve this. 
(1.) Do nothing to make this ſhort 
Time ſhorter. 
2.) Do what you can to make this 
ſhort Time long. 
(1.) Do nothing to make this ſhort 
Time ſhorter. 
 Ejtiicr by Afts of Va- 


Non breves Vites nity and þ ol ly pailing a- 


egg tp way,, haſtening away 
ey, that Time, which has 

wings and out-flies the 
ſwifteſt Creatures. 

Or by Atts of intemperance, cutting 
off the header Thred of your Life in the 
mid{t of your Days, according to the 
Line and Mcaſure of Nature, that nught 

have been drawn out to a 
races iy. ATCAter length, as a Wea- 
1 Weaver my Life. VET cuts off the Web from 

the Loom before it is 
ftiniſh'd. | 

Or by Afts of Violence npon your 
{clves, putting an end to a ſinful Life 
with Sin, and finiſhing the Courſe of 
Nature by 2 Sin acainſt Nature. 

Or by Atts of Wickednefs, provo- 

king 
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Of the ſhortneſs of Time. 18 
king God to deprive you of the reſidue 
of your Years by bringing ſudden De- 
ſtruction upon you, viz. not only ſud- 
den in it {elf, but as to your ExneCati- 
on of, and Preparation for it ; for none 
Die ſo ſuddenly, as they that never 
think of Death, nor prepare for it. 

By theſe you may lhorten your Time 
though not Gods, the Time 1magin'd 


| by you, though not numbered by him, 


and Die before the Time, 

viz. not only that others xc. 7. 17. 
have liv'd, but that you 

In the ordinary Courſe of Nature might 
have liv d. 

(2.) Do what you can to make this 
ſhort Time long. 

It is true, the number of our Months 
are wich Ged, under his Eſtabliſhmenr, 
and the bounds of our 
Life by him ſet, beyond Job 14. x. 
which we cannct pals, 
yet by living apace, and doing ravch 
in a little Time, we may make a {hore 
Time long. 

Abraham 1s the firſt Cas Phil» ob- 


feftves) that in Scripture 1s caJl'd an 


GI& 
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old Man and full of Years 


Gen. 25. 8, though ſome before him 
liv'd three Tiines as long. 

And the Young Man excluded from 
Ariſtotles FE thick Lectures, | was call'd 
Young, not from the Pau: 'Ity of his 
Years, but from the vitiontncts of his 


Adtions. 
To Note. that our Manhood 1s to 


be meaſur'd more by the goodneſs of 


Life, than the length of it. 

Alexander reckon'd his Lite, not by 
Years, but by the Battels fought, and 
Victories obtain'd. 

Samelus the Philoſopher dated his 
Life, not from the beginning of the 
ſeventy Years that he liv'd; but from 
the ſeven laſt Years only that he liv'd 
{ſtudiouſly. 

And ſo muſt we reckon ours, not 
from the number of our Years, but 
from the Nature (the goodneſs ) of 
our Actions 11 them. | 

It our Lives are fill'd up wich Good, 
we are Old though not full of Years, 
but if they are not, though old and, 
$11 of Years, yet we are but an infant 
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of Days, for we begin 
not to Live unti] we Live 16. 65. 20; 
well, and Live no long- 
er than we Live ſo: And hew ſhort a 
Time {ſo ever it 1s that 
we Live, if we have liv'd v9 Japiens on 

Mp £ &VuS. 
ſo, we have livd long; 
it 1s fad to be Men in Sin before Men 
in Age, but worſe to be as old in Sin as 
in Years: Now that we may make a 
ſhort Time long. 

(1.) We mult Watch againſt all thoſe 
things that will ( unleſs watch't ) filtch 
and iteal away our Time. 

(2.) We muſt fill up our Time with 
the proper Work of Time. 

_ (1.) We muſt Watch againſt all thoſe 
things that will ( unleſs watch't ) ſteal 
away our Time. 

Time eats up all things, and there - 
are many things that eat 
up our Time, devour 
that Devourer, v3z. 

Inordinate Cares. 

Vain Attires. 

Exceſlive Recreations. 

Immoderate pampering of our Bodies 


Tempus edax re- 
THM , 


of. by Meats. Drinks, and Slcep. C Idle- 
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Idleneſs. | 

Vain Thoughts. 

And Evil Company. | 

(1.) Inordinate Cares. A Care of 
Providence to provide for our {ſclves, 
a Care of Prudence to diſpole of our 
Afﬀairs to the beſt Advantage, and a 
Care of Diligence 1n the uſe of Means 
for both are allow'd and enjoyn'd, but 
all difhdent and diſtradting Cares arc 
forvid ; they will waſte our Time, and 
Our Spirits; and therefore muſt not in- 
dulge our ſclves in them, but whilſt di- 
Iigent 11 the uie of means, leave the 
ſucceſs of all to God who careth for 
us; to us belongs the Induſtry, to him 
the Care; to him the burden of Care, 
to us the Duty of it. 

(2.) Vain Attires. Pambus wept when 
he faw a Harlot ſpending much Time 
11 agorning her Body, as one that took 
more Pains to pleaſe a wanton Lover, 
than he had to pleaſe God ; and ſpent 
more time to damn her Soul, than: he 
iad to fave his. 

And ſo may all with fhame and for- 
row reflect upon themfelves, who ipend 

| HIOTE 
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more Time in decking their Eodies, 
than in adorning their Souls, which 
are not lets detifd by Sin, than their 
Bodies are deform'd by it; nor theit 
worſer but betier Part; and therefore 
ſhould have the ftr{t and greateſt Care: 
It is prodigious Folly to damn the Soul, 


to plealc the Body. 


(3.) Exceſtive Recreations. All look 
for Pleaſure in Lite, and think there is 
no Lite without it, but if it is below a 
Man ( as the Heather lays) to Live 
one whole Day in Pleaſure, itis much 
more below a Chriſtian z and therefore 
we mult not ( with artoxerys ) hve al- 
ways among Mutick, nor make Recrea- 
tion our Work; but uſe it only as a 
help to better things. Our greateſt 
Pleaſure ſhould be to deſpiſe thoſe Plea- 
ſures, and our greateſt delight not over- 
much to delight in them. 

(4+) Ligmogerate _ By Mears and 
pering and indulging out »-,;,zs. 

Eodies by Meats, Drinks, 
and Sleep. He was eſteem'd the moſt 
accompliſh'd Man with the Heather, 
that ſpent more O1l in the Lamp, then 
C 2 Wine 
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Wine in the Bottle; and they are the 
wiſeſt among Chriſtians, not that live 
to cat as Serſualiſts do, but that eat ( as 
Socrates ſaid he did ) to live, and not 
barely to live, but to live to him that is 
Lord of Life. Other Lords are but 
Lords of the Labours of their Servants. 
but he is Lord ofthe Lives of his. 

By Sleep. There are many that are a- 
{ſleep when awake (their Souls are afleep 
in their Bodies) and many that ſpend 
balf their Time 1n it, but we muſt not 
do ſo; and therefore mult cut ſhort our 
Sleep (that long Parenthefſits of onr 
Thoughts) and with David prevent 


tne Night Watches, to 
Plalm 119. 62. 


147, 143. 

it was the Ancient 
Opinion of the He- 
brews, -that the 
Avgels did every 
Morning ſig praiſe 
eo God,and thus ex- 
pound thoſe Words, 
he Pillar of the 
Morning aſcends, 
tet me be gone, for 
the Time approaches 
when the Avpels 
_ avero fr. | 


meditate on God and his 
Law; and (with him 
prevent the dawning of 
the Morning, by ſaying 
to our droutie Souls ( as 
the Angel to Facob ) the 
Day breaks, and we muſt 
be gone tor the Time to 
Praiſe God is come, | 
will fing aloud of thy 
Mercy 1n the Morning. 
(5:) Idle- 
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C5.) Idleneſs: We have no idle days 
nor hours allowd us; , We” 
for Day and Night (the «ur & ſtudio minor 
time ſet for Meditation ci99 minima ſonns, 

nulla 0110. | 
on God's Law) includes 
the whole compats of time, and ſhould 
be employ'd in it, 

God will reckon with 
ns at laſt for our Idlenets, 
as well as for our Work ; 
and for our 1dle Actions, as well as our 
He Words. 

(6.)Vain Thoughts. Sinful Thoughts 
indulg'd will damn, though we had 
neither Tongues to ſpeak againſt God, 
nor Hands to Act againſt him, theſe 
like unwelcome Gueſts will chruſt them- 
ſelves in upon us, but mult be thruſt 
out, and nct ſuter'd to lodge within us, 
for they are vagrants,and T 
will prove great Waſters Jer. 4. 14+ 
of our Time. 

C7.) Evil Company. It 1s true, we 
cannot wholly avoid their Compan y 
while on Earth; nor 1s it our Duty, 
tor, Charity at all Times does $s, and ne- 
Ce ity at ſome imes may 0-11. c, us toa 

*Þ- COn- 


Reddenda eſt ratio 
or ut neponts. 
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common and general, toa natural and 
civil, bur neither at any Time to a dear 
and ſpecial, to a familiar and ſinful So- 
ciety with them; none ever gat any 
Good ( but ſome much Evil ) by bad 
Company ; andtherefore, if we would 
not be like them, we muſt not unnec#- 
{arily Converſe, much lefs Sin with 
them: Ir 15 beſt to be with them in 
Time, that we would Live with in E- 
ternity. 
| Theſeare ſome of thoſe Thieves that 
1t not look'd to, will take our Time a- 
way from us; and therefore muſt be 
narrowly watcht, that they may not. 
(2.) We muſt fil] up our Time with 
the proper Work of Time. 
Some ſpend moſt of their Time in 
contriving how to ipend it, Time lies 
on their Hands, and they know not 
How to get rid of it ; and therefore ask 
what they ſhall do to paſs it away. - 
A thing that would have been il ſpo- 
ken (as one ſays) by Mathyſelah in 
the nine hundred and ſixty ninth Year 
of his Life, and noleſs by them, who 
have fo much Work, and fo little Raw 
or 


UH 
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for it ; who may, if they are to ſeck 
how to doit, be directed by the Apo- 
{tle, viz. To paſs the Time 
of their ſojourning here, 11 
every part and turning of it with God 
and Men, i fear; not in the ſinful 
laviſh fear of Men. but in the Reve- 
rential Holy Fear of God. 

Now Time 1s. their Burden, and at 
Death the want cf it will be their great- 
er Burden ; now they think they have 
tO M1 ach, and then they will find they 
have too little ; now they do not know 
what to do with it, and then they will 
not know what to do for want of 1t. 
Now they put it away fromthem, and 
then they would, if they could, recall, 
and bring 1t bak again. 

And ſome there are that trite away 
their Time. As Domitian did his 1n 
catching Flies. Sardanapalus his 1n 
Spinning. Caltsula and others, with a 
numerous train of Jdle retainers, theirs 
in gathering Cockies and picking up 
Pebſes : and are ſcarce ever fo well em- 
ploy'd as Protigenes, who ( as ſome tell 
us ) was ſeven Years Painting a Man 
and his Dog. C4 Se- 


1 Pet. 1. 17; 
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Seneca laught at the Fews { though 
without Cauſe ) for loſing the ſeventh 
Part of their Time, by reſting every 
ſeventh Day from Labour ; but they are 
more to be blam'd, who loſe all their 
Time, {ſpend all their ſeven Days in Sin 
and Folly ; making their Life, that is a 
Tale for Brevity, as a Tale for Vanity ; 
either in doing nothing, or that which 
1s worſe than nothing ; now it they are 
to be blam'd, who ſpeak not to the 
Purpoſe, than ſurely they are much 
more worthy of it, who live not ſo. 
But our Duty it 1s, and therefore our 
Wiſdom it will be to fill up our Time 
with the proper Work of Time. 

There 1s no Vacuum in Time, for it 
will be fill'd up with Good or Evil, let 
it be with Good, viz. in ſpending a 
Temporal Life, about that which is 
better. than Life ; atout the things of 
an Eternal Life, while in Time laying 
hold on Eternal Life, and doing that 
in Time for which we were brought i in- 
to Time; and for which Time was gi- 
VEN Us, that which can never be done 


but in Time, that which can never be 
done 
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done in Time, either too ſoon, or too 
well ; that which we will wiſh we had 
done when going out of Time, and that 
which will be an Honour as well as a 

| Comfort to us, when gone out of Time 
into Eternity. 

This ſhort Time of our Life 1s our 
working Time, _ our only Time for 
Work, all the Time we ſhall have tor it. 

There was no offering 
under the Law, when the Fccleſ. 9. 10. 
Sun was f{:t, nor any 
Time left for Work when the Sun of 
our Lite is gone down ; none 1n the 
Grave, whither we are going. 

: Lite is the only Day, 
and the preſent Time, —_— 4- 

£we 87 0 CG 
the beſt Hour of the Math: 20 2, 
Day. How much of 
this Time we have loſt by ſtanding 
idle in the Market, when we ſhould 
have been at Labour in the Vineyard, 
we may ( and we ſhould do well if we 
wou!ld ) call to Mind. 

Anſclars Life appear'd to him, as ha- 
ying nothing 1n 1t but Sin and unpro- 


fitableneſs, and ſo may ours to us. 
The 
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The Time was (and 
we may ealily Remem- 
ber it ) when our whole 
Life was Spent in Sin and Vanity. 

Now then let that 


Aut peccatum, Aut 
fterilites. 


1 Pet, 4. 3. Time paſt ſuffice, as e- 
Roin. G, I _ 
ts of nough more than e 
jo, nough for it, and let us 


_ Proportion our preſent 
and future Di :11gence to our former 
floth and idleneſs ; paying God the 
ſame, in kind or value, that we have 
with held from him: and gxving him 
the ſame meaſure, Sin and the World 
have had. 
Scholars, get np the Time loſt in the 
Day, by Stady at Night. 
Servants, that over $] eep themiclves, 
Work the harder when up. 
Travellers, that ſtay long in their 
Inn, Ride the faſter when gone. 
' And fo muſt we make up our former 
Negligence, by a future Diligence ; 
recover the nd (in curRac: ) we 
loſt at our firſt ſtarting, by our great- 
er Speed in it, do as much for Go1 as 
we have cone againſt him. In Fquity, 


Gd 


jap, - bad mod 4 hak® 
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God ſhonld have more ( for all our 


Time is His ) but he will not accept of 
leſs. And had we ſpent all our Time 
in his Service, from the firſt Moment 


we were C capab] le of It, we could not 


have over done, done enough, or too 
much for him, who has done ſo much 
for us. 

The Firſt Born of all was Gods. 
And Time, the Firlt Born of the 
Creation is his by all the Right ima- 
g1nable. But Lent to us, committed 
in Truſt to us, to be laid out in his 
Service to his Honour, and we cannot 
be too Dil: gent in it; 1t we conlider, 

that Time 15 precious, ſhort, paſfling, 
uncertain, irrevocable when gone, and 
that for which we muſt be accountable. 
(I.) Prectus. With reſpect to the 
Advanteges that comes in by it of do- 
ing Good. Time in its {elf is no way 
Advantageous to any, but it brings 
Advantages with it 5 without Time 
we can do ncthing, but with it we 
may ( if we are Wile.) do great 
Things ; and upon this Account there 
iS no Loſs (as the Philoſopher ſays) 
tO 
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Fomini Scienti, tO the loſs of Time to 
Homini rem wag- him that rightly under- 
vew 6ffcitent ſtands the Worth of it. 

And partly with reſpect to Eternity, 
that depends upon it. 

We are Junior to Time and may 
out-live it, and after Death (which ends 
our Days, but not our Lives ) ſhall 
enter upon a Life we ſhall never out- 
live 3 and thouch Time never enter'd 
into Eternity, yet we {hall enter into 
it when we go out of Time ; and as 
we livd herein Ti ime, {hall be happy 

2r miſerable in Eternity, 

— Short. Time 1s ſhort at the 
longeſt, and we are duly hovering 
betwixr that and Ftermity 5 and there- 
fore, - the ſhorter it 1s, the Swifter 
ould our Motion in it be ; like the 
Pirds (as they tell us) 
where tte days are {hort- 
2{t, are (thro'* inſtinct of Nature) of the 
"Oy Flight. 

A Wiſdom we may learn, not only 
from the Men of the World, whole Di- 
Iigence is by ſo much the greater, as their 
Time grows ſhorter: But from the 

| Devil 


# ” *” 6 
:177, Norway. 
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Devil himſelf, WRO 15S Rev. 12, 2. 
{aid, to come down in: gre at 13d th, when 
his time 1s ſhort ; fulleſt of "Rage then 
when his Commiſſion is to be call'd } In, 
like bad Tenants thar make ftrip and 
waſte when to be turn'd out. 

(3) Palling : Time pait was, but is 
not now 3 Time preſent 1s, but ſhall not 
be ; for it is palling as faſt as the Heavens 
can turn abont Day and Night, and the 
Earth upon its own 2x. The Sun, 
that is the Meafore of Time, has ſtood 
{till, and gone back 1n the Horizon ; 
but zeither of them has Time ever done, 
but goes forward with ſpeed: Many 
ways are invented to paſs away Time ; 
but none were ever yet found out to 
ſtay it. 

Ca.) Uncertain: That part of Time 
which is gone, 1s nothing 3 ar:d thar 
which we may think is to coine, 1s un- 
certain ; that which is paſt is not OW, 
and the oth: -r 15 not yet ; that cannot t 
recall'd, nor this [ card, 

Hezekiah indeed had a ſenſe of fifiees: 
years added to his Life (add d. not to 
what God had determin'd, but tw whit 

11 
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he threatned) bat we have none to onrs, 
and therefore exnnot rell how long we 
ſhall live, nor how {o9n ve Tay die: Tt 
may be within, a fe. Y-ars (as Fob | {aid 
Job 16. 22. Tall of himleif 3 within 2a 
12.25. Hoſ 10.15, Monti (a5 was threatned 
x Sam. 28.199 tO Iſrael ; £215 Nigat (as 
happen'd tothe Rich Man) in the Morn- 
ing (as was threatned to the King of {/- 
rael) or to Morrow, as was {aid to Sazl. 
Teſterday is paſt, to Morrow may be 
our Wo, and therefore ſince we know 
not what ſhall be on the Morrow.,it will 
be our Wiſdom not to know what #0 
Morrow means, but 10 day to do the work 
of the Day, James AI 4. 
(5.) Irrevocable when paſt and gone : 
The Sun returns every Uay, and the 
Moons of the Year in their Courſe ; but 
Time never returns ; ſome lofſes in Tire 
may be repair'd, but Tiwrc it felt, when 
gone, can never be recalFd : No Year of 
Revolution (as Plato and Zero thought) 
no returning back when gone hence, e1- 
ther to do what was omitted, or mend 
what was amiſs. A Conſideration that 


' ought to make ns Cood-Hastands of 


our 


uM 


' onr Time, and highly to 
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TAE” . Cui uunius boneſis 
rize it, as we do things, 7 friaeft Seneca, 


which when once 7ONe, 

can be had no more. It will be too 
late to think of re: deeming OHY {7me, 
when gone into Eternity: and therefore 
ſhou!d leave nothing undone: 1 in Time, 
but what we would have undone to 
Eternity. 

(6 > That for which we muſt be ac- 
countable. God the Father of Etcrity, 
15 Lord of T7z2e : By his Power we were 
brought into Trav, and by his Provis 
dence have been preferv'd in it;he might 
aſloon as we were mou Ht forth into 
Time, have {ent us beck 1nto a miſerable 
Eternity 5 But as he at rt T1Ve US OUT 
Time, {o he has ever {ince continu'd us 
init; yet it isnot ſo much given as lent; 
and will be call'd for again. 

It was his be!tore ours, and 1s now tus 
more than ours; ours for Uſe, but his 
tor Improvement,and for which he will 
reckon with us toa Moment ; and when 
the Reckoning ſhall be brought i in, and 
the {ics for io many years ipent in un- 


repen:ed Sin and Vanity read, the Bill 
caſe. 
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up, and the Sum ſet down what Time 
:11-ſpent will coſt,it will grieve us to the 
heart that ever we call d-in fo faſt, and 
make us in anguiſh of Soul to wiſh, that 
either Time had never been to us, or 


that we might never more be either in 


Time, or in Eternity. 
Time is the beſt Inheritance, and can- 


not be Redeemed too dear. And eve- 


ry ones Talent, more or leſs, and chere- 
fore ſhould be every ones Care to Im- 
prove, viz. of Rich and Poor, Old 
and Young. 

Of the Rich, T hey may think they've 
{omething elle to do, but can have no- 
thing of ſuch Concernment as this ; and 
therefore ſhould Contract their Buſt- 
nels, and not take myore Care, nor ſpend 
more Time to find a loſt Groat then to 
{ave a loſt Soul. 

Ot the Poor, who perhaps cannot 
look back to a loſt State to be Redeem'd, 
yet may toa loſt Time, and therefore 
ſhould not, by being provident for a 
Moment, negle& an Eternity 3 nor be 
more coliciawa how to live here, than 
now or where they {hall live,when they 
thall live here no more. Of 
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Of the Old, who by the thaking of 
their Hands, the dimneſs of their Eyes, 
and teeblenels of their Knees, may 
know that Death has taken them by 
the Hand; look'd in at the Windows, 
and ſhaken the Pillars of their earthly 
Tabernacle ; and therefore ſhould make 
what haſte they can to improve their 
Time, for their Sun 1s paſt its Meridian, 
in 1s Declenfion, and juſt a ſetting, their 
Day far ſpent, and the Night at "Hand 
when all their Actions will be out of 
{caſon,. 

Ot the Young, who being palt the 
danger of Infancy, and not come to the 
weakneſs of Age, may think their Time 
will continue long, but tho Strength is 
coming, their T ime 1s going. 

All haſten alike to Death, but fome 
have a leis way 10 go than others ; there 
is a dying in Youth as well as in Old 
Age; and as the Old cannot live long, 
fo che Young may die ſoon, and there- 
tore thould not delay, nor put off to the 
Winter of their Age ; but in the Spring- 
time of their Life, make their Flight to 


God ; None ever went to Heaven too 
D {060N. 
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ſoon, and they that come laſt (or when 
old) to Hell, will find to their forrow, 
they made too much halte thither. 

Thus All, by improving Time 'pre- 
ſent, may redeem Time paſt, and pro- 
vide for Time to come, or rather, for 
a happy Eternity. 

(2.) Time conſider'd 1n the particular 
ſenſe, is the ſeaſon of Time : Time in 
the largeſt ſenſe 1s the ſpace of Time. 

Time in the particular ſenſe, 1s the 
go0d occaſion that talls out in the ſpace 
of time. Time 1s that in which occafi- 

4 on 1s, for, as to every 
pb 2.1. Time there is a Purpoſe, 
Articulas tempor#. (viz, a proper butlineſs 
for it) {o to every purpole there is a 
Time, viz. a fit ieaſon for it, That part 
of Time which is the opportunity for 
Bulineſs, that which has in it a {ſpecial 
commodioutſneſs, aptneſs and fitneſs for 
it. Ic 1s the Meeting of Time and Means 
together for the accompliſhing of it,and 
ought to be embrac'd and improv'd in 
order to it. As there are ſome- Daties, 
( viz. {ſuch as the gloritying of God,and 
the ſaving of ourſouls) that arenot put 


wt : off 
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of to any particular ſett-time, but to be 
concurrent with every Moment of our 
Time, there being not the leaſt Minute 
of Time, in which they are not ſeajon- 
able. 

So there are ſome Duties that are a- 
dapted to a particular Part or Seaſon of 
Time, they for the Seaſon, and the Sea- 
{on for them ; ſuch as conſideration and 
iupplication 1n a day of 
Aberfity Agr it cet, 

; &. James 5. 13s 
times (for we are not 

Men without the one, nor Chriſtians 
without the other) bur then more e{pe- 
cially, then moſt feafonable, and conlſe- 
quently then moſt Þteauritul, every 
thing, every word, and every w ork are 
beautiful in their ſeaſon, 

3” Eccleſ. 3; IIs 
God's worksare.i0 then, Prov. 15. 2% 
and {o are ours too, for 
Seaſonableneſs is the Grace of Fruicful- 
nels. 

And as there is a ſeaſon as to worldly 
Things ( viz. as Marts and Markets ) 
for buying and ſelling to Advantage, 
ſo there 1s a ſeaſon as to heavenly 
Things of greater Advantage, which 

D 2 _ God 
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God affords to all under the Goſpel, 
for the receiving and doing the great- 
eſt Good, and this is the ſeaſon ot Grace 
{o call'd. 

(1.) With reſpe& to the outward 
Adminiſtrations of the means of Grace, 
and the offers of Grace in them. 

(2.) With reſpe& to the inward 
Operations of the Spirit of Grace, in and 
by thoſe means. Chriſt is our Agent 
1n Heaven, and the Spirit 1s his on 
Earth, and part of his Agency is to 
quicken Ordinances to us, and us to 
them 3 us by them, and us to them, both 
as to State, and Frame. 

They are a means to Salvation, but 
without the Concurrence o f the Spirit, 
they will not be an Elſfectual means 
thereunto, though Chriſt himſe]t was 
the Diſpencer of them, as 1s Evident in 
the Jews who were under the direct 
Beams ©f the Sun of Righteouinels, and 
yet were in darkneſs, black and de- 
form'd ( as the Moors neareſt the Sun ) 
mcer the ſhining of that moit Glorious 
Sun of Righteouſneſs. Now this alfo 


is ſhort, For if Time is ſhort, then 


{caion 
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Seaſon, that is but a particle of that time, can- 
not be long. Therefore it is in Scripture 
called, a Day, an Hour, and a Now. 

A Day, the Day t5 at hand. 

An Hour,the Hour 15 com- Rom. 13. 12. 
mg. A part of Time not John 5. 24. 
determined (as the Natural 
Day) by the Motion of the Sun round the 
Heavens, but by the God of Heaven, in whoſe 
hands all our Times, both of Nature and 
Grace are, and to whom only it is known 
how long, or how ſhort it ſhall be. 

A Now, Now1s Salvation nearer, Nowturn 
to the Lord. Not a perpe- 
tual Now of Eternity that roere > Zo tus 
. 0el 2. 12. 
is fixt and permanent, but a 1, uns, 
tranſient mow of Time, that munc fluens. 
is fluid and ever in Motion. 

A Day is but a ſhort part of Time ; an Hour 
1s but a little part ofa Day. And a Now is 
but a ſmall piece of an Hour, the leaſt par- 
ticle of Time, and is to Time as a Point is. 
to Place, viz. indiſcernable, - indiviſible, of 
no Dimenſions, unleſs imaginable, and rather 
a Term of Time than a Part of it. 

Now to improve this as the other, 

(1.) Do nothing to make this ſhort Seaſon 
ſhorter. 

(2.) Do what you can to make this ſhort 
Sealon long. 

(1.) Do nothing to make this ſhort Seaſon 
ſhorter, as you may by your Contempt and 

| D 3 negs 
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Negle& and Contempt of it ; the abuſe of this 
Day will bring the Night, and may, ſooner 


than we are aware of, viz. caule the Sun of . 


the "_— to Set at Noon, and your Light 

to be-withdrawn in the Sea- 
Hoſea 2.9. fon thereof, iz. then when 
Amos 5. 9. 'ye may moſt need it, and 
leaſt expect it, viz. as little as of the Suns go- 
ing down at Noon.” 

(2.) Do what you can to. make this ſhort 
Seaſon long, viz. to cauſe the Sun of the Goſ- 
pel to ſtand till, and continue in your Hori- 
ZON. es 

(1.) By adiligent Attendance upon it, ly- 
ing at the Pool, ready to ſtep in at the Seaſon 
the Angel moves there, Johz 5. 4. 

(2.) By a faithful improvement of it, v7z. 
to the end for which it was given, and is con- 


tinued, viz. by clolting with all the bleſſed. 


Motions of the Spirit, and 

Race 24. 13- making uſe of the Means of 
Emnotes conmus. PUrSINg, Whillt they conti- 
#07, and augmen- Nue,leſt ye be never purged, 
ration. but remain filthy ſtill, viz. 
—_ I. 24, 26 more filthy, and for ever 
dns, 4 ;,. To, and by hearkening to, 
credibili Ietitig vi- and coming at God's Call, 
ſus Dei pro omai lelt he be deaf to yours, and 
ira ponitur. mocks when your fear comes, 
which will be the height of 

Miſery ; for as God never mocks at any in 
their Miſery, but to their deſtruction, » yo 
C= 
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deſtruction like to that where he delights to 
deſtroy. 

To have a Seaſon is a great Bleſſing, but 
Judgment to know and obſerve it, and Wif- 
dom to uſe and improve it is a greater, eſpe- 
cially if we conſider that this Seaſon is preci- 
ous, ſhort, paſſing, uncertain and irrecovera- 
ble when lolt. | 

(1.) Precious. A Day. A Day of Life as 
to us, A Day of Grace as to God. A Day of 
Salvation, an acceptable Day, a time of love, 
a Day of Good-will to Sinners, 1a. 49.8. 
2 CF. 6.23% 

Time in the general ſenſe is valuable, but 
this part of Tirae is moſt io, as a Means ap- 
pointed by God for the mortitying of our 
Corruptions, and the quickning of our Gra- 
ces, and without which all the other Time 
would not be of ſo great advantage to us, 
the beſt part of Time (and ſometimes the 
ſhorteit) the loſs of which, Eternity it {cIf is 
little enough to bewail. 

(2.) Short, A Day, and but a day ; aday, 
that we may labour, and but a Day that we 
might not loyter. 

(3.) Paſſing : A Day of Grace, not like the 
Day of Glory, a perpetual Day without 
Night, ſhining in its eternal Righ-Noon, 
without the lealt Shadow or Cloud upon it ; 
but a Day that will have a Night, as well as 
a Morning and Full Noon. | 

(4.) Uncertain : viz. Both as to the Day 

D 4 and 
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and the Work of the Spirit in the Day. A 
Day of Grace that may be ſhorter than the 
Day of Nature ; a Time of Love that may be 
ſhorter than our Time of Life; it ever ends 
with it, but may end before it, and 1s never 
longer, but may be ſhorter. 

(5) Irrecoverable when loſt : Such a Day, 
as when the Night 1s come, will have no other 
Day to ſucceed, but a Day of Vengeance,that 
will take place of that Day of Patience abu- 
ſed by us. 

Now to 4jply what hath been ſaid, let us 
conlid er, 


12) That we in this Land have had our 


Seaton, and you in this Place have had yours ; 
and iuch a Scaſon under 'the Miniſtration of 
that Excellent Perſon (now 
Dr. Bates. with God) when he dwelt 
among you, and Preacht to 
you, that perhaps ye may never have more, 
while ye are in Time. 
3ui4h tor this was called the glorious land, 
the poodly land, the land of 
Daz.11. 16. Ornament 3 and this has been 
the honour of our Land, and 
no leſs of your Town where it has been. 

A Signal, and a Diſtinguiſhing Mercy. 

A Signal Mercy, as theonly Means, in an 
Ordinary way, to Salvation ; there being no 
other way now to be ſaved but by the Goſpel. 

It was Benjamin's Glory that God dwelt 

betwixt his Shoulders, and the Glory of the 
ArK 
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Ark that God fate there between the Cheru- 
bims, Pſalm 63. 2. 

The Temple was the Glory of Jeruſalem, 
and the Ark was the Glory of 7ſracl, yea the 
Glory of God, the Beauty of his Ornament, 
and therefore may well be reckoned ours ; for 
as a Note of Dignity and Excellency, it is 


called, an exalting that place where it is, up 


to Heaven, Ezck.7.20. Luke 10.15. 
A diſtinguiſhing Mercy, as the fruit, not of 
common Bounty, but of ſpecial Love, and as 


..to ſome, and not to all, P/al.o7.18,19. 


How many fit in darkneſs (and worſe than 
Egyptian Darkneſs) in the ſhadow of death, 
whom the Day-ſpring from on high hath not 
viſited, to give Light, (the knowledge of Sal- 
vation) to, whilſt we are in a Goſhen, a Land 
of glorious light, Luke 2. 77, 78,76. | 

A People as good by Nature as any of us, 
and who, perhaps, would have made a bet- 
ter improvement of ſuch a Seaſon, if they had 
had it, than we have done. 

God might have afforded it to them, as 
well as to us, to them, and not to us ; but 
hnce it 1s to us, and not to them, it calls for 
Thankfulneſs from us, the leaſt Mercy 
from God, ſhould be thankfully receiv'd, and 
faithfully improved by us, much more this, 
and molt of all, when a diſtinguiſhing Mer- 


cy, 912. to ſome, and not to all, tous,and not 


to others. | 
(2.) We have not only had our Seaſon, but 
have 
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have had ita long while. it has been, and yet is. 

Some never had a Seaſon, and ſome not {o 
long as we. With many God has cut ſhort 
his work, made an offer of Mercy, and when 
not accepted, has gone away, and return'd 
no more, but ſent them to Hell, to bewail 
their Folly without Hope ; but 'he has nor 
dealt {0 with us, but has bore with our evil 
Manners many a Year. Our Seaſon has been 
long, our Day of Grace has been as long as 
our Day of Nature. And our Seaſon ye+ 1s, 
it has'not a Night yet drawa over it. 

(3. Our Seaſon may not be much longer, 
now 15 the day of Salvation, the next may be 
the day of Damnation. This the day of pa- 
tience, the next may be the day of venpearce, 
the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of 
God's vengeance, ſtand cloſe rogether, [/a.61.3. 

{rs true, the Goſpel ſhall, in its Ordinances 
and Adminiſtrations, continue in the World 
to the end of it (Fudah ſhall awell for ever,and 
Jeruſalem from generation to generation, Joel 3. 
29.) but 1t 1s not ſecur'd to any particular 
place ſo long, nor to any at all that rejed ir. 

There are Viciflitudes in the Kingdom of 
God, as well as in the Kingdoms of Men. Be- 
thel, once the Houſe of God, became Zethaver, 
A houſe of vanity, and Jeruſalem, the valley of 
Viſion, and joy of the whole earth, became a 
V; alley of Tears, lamented of men. The Kin g- 
dom of Grace 1s not as the Kinzdom of Glo- 
ry, a Kingdom that cannot be ſhaken, but 

may, 
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may, and be taken away (as it was from the Fews) 
and given (as it was to the Genres) to a Nation bring- 
ing torth the fruits thereof, and their fruits in their 
proper Seaſon. Atts 13. 46. Pſal. 13. 

Now our Pillars are not ftronger than thoſe on 
which former Churches ſtood, 

Nor have we ſuch a Leaſe of the Goſpel, as cannot be 
forfeited by our Sins. When theArk ſtood in theTemple, 
there were Staves there to carry it away. Exo4.12,14s 

(4.) The ſeaſon when paſt and gone, may never be 
recovered, Go 10 Shiloh and fee what 1 aid there ;, the 
Ark that continued three hundred Years in S>zIobh,when 
carried away, never return'd more, to {racl it did; 
but not to Sh1lob, Jer, 7. 12, 14. 

(5.) The greater our ſeaſon has been if not im- 
prov'd, the greater will our Sin, and conſequently our 
Condemnation for it be, The Sin will be more hei- 
nous. And the Puniſhment more grievous, 

(1.) The Sin more heinous. 'TIo Sin againſt the 
Twilight of Nature is provoking, but more againſt 
the Noon-light of the Goſpel. It was this that ag- 
gravated the Sin of Capernaum beyond that of Sodom, 
( though there were no unclean Sodomzres 1n It ) and 
made the Sin of the Fews ſo great as not to adinit of 
an excuſe, had it not been for this they had no Sin, 
not {imply none, but comparatively none, to what 
elſe they would have had, and will ours greater ther 
the Sin of the Devils, towhom a ſeaſon of Grace was 
never given, nor a tender of Mercy ever made, 

(2.) The Puniſhment will be the wore dreadful. 
Great Salvation neglected will bring great Damnati- 
on 3 for, that which brings the greateft Curſe is a 
Bleſſing refus'd, it has more of the Nature of Sin in 
it, and will haye more of the Eff=tts of it in the ſeve- 
xer Vengeance for it. It was this, that Chrift rells 
us would make the Condemnation of Caperamum, Cho- 
743in and Bethſnrza, leſs tolerable or more intolerable 
then that of 7yre and $7don, viz, becauſe of rhe mighty. 
Works done there, there were greater Sins committed in 

| the 
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the one, but there were greater Works done in the 
other, and from this their Sins would be the more 
highly aggravated, and conſequently the more ſevere- 
ly Punifh'd, Math. 11. 20. Luke 10. 13. 

So that if we are not diligent to improve the Sea- 
ſons we have, it. would have been better for us that 
we had never had them for the Time may come 
when we may wiſh we had been #eathens rather than 
Chriſtians, and Citizens of Sodom rather then of Zion. 

(6.) The neglect of Seaſons, is one great part of 
the torment of che Damned in Hell. 

The gnawing of the never dying Worm is the en- 
raged and furious RefleQion of the Sou! upon it ſelf, 
with the gnaſhing of Teeth out of Indignation againft 
themſelves, at the remembrance of thoſe Seaſons they 
once had in their Hands, but no Hearts to improve 
them ; but now loft, and not to be recover'd. 

What would not they give (if they had it) that are 
in that Ocean of Miſery, for a Shore toland in 2 How 
would they rejoice, were a Proclamation made at 
Hell Gates for their Releaſe ? Might Time be once 
more, or a Voice call to them to come out, and live 
over their Lives again. 

Let us then, while in Time, at like Men of Wiſ- 
dom, ſuch as underſtand the Times and Seaſons, and 
what ought to be done in them 3; that we may do no- 
thing in Time that will be matter of Sorrow to us 
here,nor of everlafting Sorrow in Eternity: Bat ſo live, 
as that we may look back to Time paſt, and forward to 
Eternity with comfort when dying ;z as-going trom this 
preſent State, where Time, and all the glory of it, is 
paſſing away, into an Everlaſting State, where Time 
paſleth not at all, nor any ot the Glory of that otate 


{ball ever pals away. 
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